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Suffering Can Benefit the Church, Says Pope

Encourages the Sick to Offer Tribulations for Priests

VATICAN CITY, DEC. 3, 2009 (Zenit.org).- The experience of sickness and suffering
can become a school of hope, maturity and union with Christ, and benefit the whole
Church, Benedict XV1 says in his message for the 18th World Day of the Sick.

This year's world day, celebrated on the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, Feb. 11,
coincides with the 25th anniversary of the establishment of the Pontifical Council for
Health Care Ministry.

The Holy Father's message, published today in Italian with translations forthcoming,
pointed out that "with the grace of God received and lived in daily life, the experience of
sickness and suffering can become a school of hope."

In this Year for Priests, the Pope asked the sick to "pray and offer your sufferings for
priests, so that they will be faithful to their vocation and that their ministry will be rich in
spiritual fruits, for the benefit of the whole Church.”

The text also mentioned those who care for the sick and suffering. Benedict XVI thanked
them and encouraged them to continue carrying out this "important task" and showing
"more generous apostolic zeal."”

Specifically the Holy Father encouraged priests -- whom he addressed as "sign and
instrument of the compassion of Christ" -- to spare no effort in offering care and
consolation.

"Time spent by the side of someone being tested is revealed fruitful in grace in all the
other dimensions of pastoral care," he affirmed.

The Pontiff also pointed out the need to express the "humanitarian and spiritual action of
the ecclesial community to the sick and to those who suffer.”

He mentioned health care facilities directly managed by dioceses and those that were
born from the generosity of religious institutes.

The Bishop of Rome describes these institutions as "a precious patrimony" that respond
to the fact that "love also needs an organization, as a premise for an ordered community
service."

"The creation of the Pontifical Council for Health Care Ministry, 25 years ago, is part of
this ecclesial concern for the world of health,” he added.

To know, Love and serve Jesus Christ
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MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday 2/6
5:00 PM Altar & Rosary Society

Sunday 2/7
9:00 AM People of the Parish

Saturday 2/13
5:00 PM Father Joseph & The
Holy Land Pilgrimage

Sunday 2/14
9:00 AM People of the Parish

"In the present historical-cultural moment, one sees even more the need of an ecclesial
presence that is attentive and on the spot at the side of the sick," the Pope observed.

He also called for "a presence in society capable of transmitting in an effective way the
evangelical values for the protection of human life in all its phases, from its conception
until its natural end."

Citing "Spe Salvi," the Holy Father affirmed that "what cures man is not to shun
suffering and flee in the face of pain, but the capacity to accept tribulation, to mature in
it and find meaning in it through union with Christ, who suffered with infinite love."

GOSPEL READING AT MASS
Saturday 2/6(Vigil)
Luke 5: 1-11

Sunday 2/7
Luke 5: 1-11

Monday 2/8
Mark 6: 53-56

Tuesday 2/9
Mark 7: 1-13

Wednesday 2/10
Mark 7: 14-23

Thursday 2/11
Mark 7: 24-30

Friday 2/12
Mark 7: 31-37

Saturday 2/13 (AM)

Mark 8: 1-10
Saturday Confession
Saturday Confession will be at the
Cathedpral of Saint Paul from
3:30PM-5:00PM

Lus ceeb toom

Vim tsis muaj tus teb xov tooj hauv
peb lub Tsev teev Ntuj lawm, mas
yog nej hu tuaj, tus yuav teb xov
tooj yog tus khiav hauj lwm nyob
pem lub niam Tsev teev Ntuj
Cathedral). Tso nej npe thiab xov
tooj, Txiv Plig mam li hu rov rau

nej.

St. Vincent de Paul,
Pray for us!

Catholic Services Appeal

Every year the Archbishop asks all parishes in the Archdiocese of Saint Paul
and Minneapolis to contribute as best they are able to the Catholic Services
Appeal which supports 45 ministries and programs that help the spiritual,
educational and social needs of the Archdiocesan community. Following
Mass this Saturday and Sunday, February 6" and 7", a short video will be
shown in Wellisch Hall to educate the parish on the need for the appeal and
its uses. Please plan to attend one of the presentations. Envelopes will be
placed in the pews on the weekend of February 13-14. Gifts and pledges
can be placed in the collection or returned to the parish office.

Second Saturday Potluck
Remember that every second Saturday of the month all are invited to gather
in Wellisch Hall for a simple potluck following the 5 PM Mass. Please
bring food to share.
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