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THE SECRET TO VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT  

AND A GUIDELINE TO DETERMINE TRUE PRAYER 
 
 
Benedict XVI is telling youth the secret of recognizing God's call, affirming that  the 
trick is making the heart accustomed to recognizing the Lord.  
The Pope said this Sunday during his one-day trip to the Abruzzi region of Italy, 
devastated by an earthquake in 2009. While in Sulmona, he had a meeting with youth in 
the city's cathedral. 
Responding to their questions, he told them the "secret of a vocation lies in the capacity 
and in the joy of distinguishing [God's] voice, of listening to and following his voice. 
But to do this, it is necessary to accustom our heart to recognize the Lord, to hear him 
like a person who is near me and who loves me." 
The Holy Father asserted that for this, moments of "interior silence in the day-to-day 
routine" are essential. But once one has learned to hear this voice, he said, and to 
generously follow it, "one fears nothing, he or she knows and feels that God is with him 
or her, and that he is a Friend, Father and Brother." 
"Said in one word: the secret of a vocation lies in the relationship with God, in prayer 
that grows precisely in interior silence, in the capacity to feel that God is near," the 
Pontiff added. "And this is true both before the decision, at the moment, that is, of 
deciding and of leaving, as well as later if one wishes to be faithful and to persevere 
along the way." 
Going on to clarify the concept of prayer, Benedict XVI affirmed that "true prayer" is 
not "foreign to reality."  
"If praying alienated you, took you away from your real life, beware: it would not be 
true prayer," he said. "On the contrary, dialogue with God is the guarantee of truth, of 
truthfulness with oneself and with others and, therefore, of liberty." In this sense, the 
Pope acknowledged, faith and prayer "do not resolve problems, but enable one to 
address them with a new light and strength, in a way fitting to man, and also more 
serenely and effectively." 
He said the history of the Church is full of saints who, precisely with prayer, "were 
always able to find new, creative solutions to respond to concrete human needs in every 
century: health, education, work, etc."  
"Their daring," the Pope reflected, "was animated by the Holy Spirit and by a strong and 
generous love of brothers, especially of the weakest and most underprivileged." 
As Benedict XVI concluded his meeting with the young people, he admitted his regret at 
having to leave. However, he said, "I leave happy, as a father who is serene because he 
has seen that his children are growing and are growing well. Carry on, dear young 
people! Carry on in the way of the Gospel; love the Church, our Mother; be simple and 
pure of heart; be humble and generous." 
 
                                                                                                                                      Taken from zenit.org 
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SCHEDULES 

Masses
 

:   

Saturday 5:00 PM 
Sunday   9:00 AM 

 
Confession
 

: 

Sunday  8:00AM-8:45AM 
 
Eucharistic Adoration
 

: 

Friday    7:00PM-8:00PM 
 
Religious Education
 

: 

Sunday  10:30AM-12:00PM 
 
1st Sat. of Month
 

: 

 Mass at 8:30AM  
 Altar & Rosary Society Meeting 

http://www.svdpchurch.org/�
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Saturday  7/10 
MASS  INTENTIONS 

5:00 PM †Sgt. Michael Findley 
                                                                
Sunday 7/11 
 9:00 AM People of the Parish                                                       
               
Saturday  7/17 
5:00 PM Archbishop Nienstedt 
 
Sunday  7/18                                                                                     
 9:00 AM People of the Parish                                                                                              
                                                                                       

  
 

 
Archdiocesan Prayer for Vocations 

    O God, we earnestly ask You 
To bless this archdiocese with many 
   Priests, Brothers, and Sisters 
Who will love You with their whole strength 
   And gladly spend their entire lives 
To serve your Church and 
   To make You known and loved. 
 
   Bless our families, bless our children. 
Choose from our homes those needed for your work. 
 
   Mary,Queen of the Clergy, pray for us, 
Pray for our priests, Religious, and deacons. 
   Obtain for us many more. 
 

 
 
 

Summer camp continues this week Monday through Thursday from 9 AM 
to 3 PM. 

Summer Camp with the Missionaries of Charity 

 
 

Christians in the Middle East - That Christians in the Middle East 
may live their faith in complete freedom and become instruments of 
reconciliation and peace. 

Papal Prayer Intentions For July 

 

Humanity Reconciled - Through the witness of the faithful, may the 
Church be the seed and soil of a humanity reconciled to be God's one true 
family on earth. 
 
 

Saturday  7/10(Vigil)                         
GOSPEL READING AT MASS 

  Luke 10: 25-37  
 
 Sunday 7/11 
  Luke 10: 25-37  
 
Monday  7/12 
  Matthew 10: 34-11:1 
  
Tuesday 7/13 
  Matthew 1: 20-24  
 
Wednesday 7/14  
  Matthew 11: 25-27 

 
Thursday 7/15 
  Matthew 11: 2-30 
 
Friday 7/16                                     
  Matthew 12: 1-8 
 
Saturday 7/17(AM) 
  Matthew 12: 14-21 
Saturday Confession     1 

 

Saturday Confession will be at the 
Cathedral of Saint Paul from 
3:30PM-5:00PM 

 

 
Lus ceeb toom 

Vim tsis muaj tus teb xov tooj hauv 
peb lub Tsev teev Ntuj lawm, mas 
yog nej hu tuaj, tus yuav teb xov 
tooj yog tus khiav hauj lwm nyob 
pem lub niam Tsev teev Ntuj 
Cathedral).  Tso nej npe thiab xov 
tooj, Txiv Plig mam li hu rov rau 
nej.  

St. Vincent de Paul 
Pray for us! 
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